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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 


THE MONTH. 

Wira the zeal of a sincere patriot, M. Thiers has laboured at the work of liberation of his 
country fiom German occupation, and his unity of purpose has achieved results beyond 
the expectation of the most hopeful spirits of that buoyant land. A treaty has just 
been signed between France and Germany, under which the fourth milliard is to be 
paid at the beginning of May, and the fifth and last by four instalments on June 5, 
July 5, August 5, and September 5 next; and the German forces are to evacuate 
the Vosges, the Ardennes, the Meuse, and the Meurthe and Moselle, as also the for- 
tress of Belfort, on July 1, the evacuation to be completed within four weeks. The 
fortress of Verdun will be occupied till the last two payments are made—the 5th 
Septanext—when this is to be given up, and France will be entirely relieved from 
German troops. This result is indeed great, if we consider that the treaty of June, 
1872, was received with applause by the National Assembly, under which it was hoped 
that the last payment would be made in 1875, and Belfort be restored. We sincerely 
congratulate France upon her brightening prospects, and hope that these will con- 
duce to a less bitter party feeling among her gifted sons. Would that they might see 
_ that there is possibility of sincere patriotism and political honesty with divergence of — 
_ views, and that the consummation most to be wished for now is the permanent 
restoration of peace and prosperity, by the removal of all traces of the grievous 
sacrifices hitherto rendered necessary, side by side with a moral elevation that shall 


the ecclesiastical question. It having been alleged that the four bills to regulate the 
secular education of the clergy, to control all clerical appointments, to remove disloyal 
ecclesiastics, and to protect loyal ones from persecution of disloyal superiors, were 
contrary to the constitution, Prince Bismarck resolved to amend the constitution. 
Tn his speech on the bill for that purpose introduced into the Upper House, he said 
the struggle was not against the Roman Catholic religion, nor was it a war between 
belief and disbelief, but merely a new phase of the old war between king and priest. 
There could be no peace so long as the Papal pretensions remain what they have 
always been. A special Catholic party had, he remarked, been formed in the German 
Parliament, to support hostile Papal politics ; Ultramontane candidates were palmed 
upon districts which had formerly returned patriots ; a Polish national party was 
formed in Upper Silesia, where it had never before existed ; and, worst of all, pro- 
grammes were issued by archbishops, intended to organize the Roman Catholics in 
Germany into a sort of second commonwealth, an imperium in imperio, subject to the 
orders of more sovereigns than one, all which was, he said, unendurable ; and to amend 
it was the of the Ecclesiastical Bills. Reon dive nnd amured the 


House that the King was more interested in the measure than anyone else, as it was * 
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really a contest between him and the Pope, The bill for the required alteration of 
certain clauses in the constitution was carried by the requisite majority of two-thirds ; 
and the four bills in question are being now proceeded with vigorously. All 
Europe may be said to be interested spectators of this contest between Protestantism 
and Papal domination in Germany. It will be seen from the letter of our German 
correspondent that there is a strong opinion in some quarters—not Romish—that the 
legislation referred to is being carried too far. 


International deputations, including English noblemen and gentlemen, have been 
tendering sympathy to the Pope, at the Vatican, upon his supposed calamities, which 
to unprejudiced persons might seem to be the very reverse—namely, that he has, by 
being relieved from the distractions of temporal government, been placed in a position 
to exercise with efficiency his spiritual functions. The latter, however, seem nearly 
confined to maledictions upon the King of Italy and his Government. The deputa- 
tions were assured that the Pope would not listen to any project for living on friendly 
terms with his aggressors, as he calls the present temporal authorities, nor co-operate 


with that sacrilegious band—pretty strong language, considering the compact as to 


the Papal temporal power between the Emperor Phocas, the usurper, and Boniface the 
Third, and which really indicates that such power is considered the best part of the 
inheritance of the so-called successors of St. Peter. As Dr. Newman states in his 
“ Apologia,” it is not easy to view a position fairly when we are in it, and this must 
be the reason why Ultramontane Roman Catholicism seems to be unconsciously taking 
at every step the most effectual means to render itself the anachronism of the age. 


The contest between the Radicals ‘and the Republican party in the Assembly at 
Madrid, and the conflicting and alternating reports as to the Carlist movements, 
produee that uneasy sensation that a traveller ascending a volcano experiences ; for, 
notwithstanding assurances of perfect safety, the deep rumbling noises heard below, 
and ominous signs above, render it difficult to comfortably realize the fact. It seems 
‘that the citizens ave arming on all sides ; families, even of generals, are being sent 
beyond the frontier to insure their safety, and considerable apprehension of possible 


disturbance is felt, though at present order reigns in the capital, At Barcelona the. 


troops have from the first showed a spirit of insubordination, going about with red 
caps, insulting officers, and disobeying commands. The infection has now spread to 
the whole province, the desire being to make it into an -independent state as the 
“State of Catalonia.” The atrocities committed by the band of robbers who are 
ravaging districts, under the Ouré of Santa Cruz, still continue, and the press is 
strong in expression of indignation at this worthless priest ; but not a word of rebuke 
or disavowal comes to him, as far as we can learn, either from ecclesiastical superiors 
or the Pretender, in whose name innocent persons are being robbed, tortured, 
and murdered. 


The mission of Sir Bartle Frere to Zanzibar has not as yet been as successful as 
could be wished. Though well received and even /éted by the Sultan, that ruler 
does not seem disposed to concede the demands of our envoy as to the East African 
slave-trade. Various motives may be assigned for this, but it at least seems certain 
that in the presence of a squadron, and in full view of the possible consequences, the 
Sultan, of course supported by the Arabs who.gasay: on the nefarious traffic, steadily 
rofuses to give way. No doubt ample use has been made of the Koran to enlighten 
him on the subject by those interested in maintaining things as they are ; but what- 


ever that curious work may oF- may not say on the subject of slavery, the zealous . 
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Mussulman who governs in Zansibar cannot be allowed to perpetuate the horrors of 
the slave market, where young women are exposed for sale as if they were horses. 
Whatever influence may be at work upon the Saltan to continue this state 
of things, we can only hope that, the attention of England having been aroused, it 
will not be permitted to slamber until the accursed traffic on the East Coast of Africa 
shares the fate of that on the West, which latter had national and climatic difficulties 
enough to encounter. But enough of “ difficulties,” as they seem to be the medicine 
of national as well as of individual life. Here is a question of foreign “rights of 
women,” that almost seems to claim precedence of that at home, without, hewever, 
it. 
Rarely has there been so sudden and decided a change in the public estimate of 
an important legislative project, or in the position of a popular statesman, as has 
occurred, within the last few weeks, with reference to the Irish University Bill and 
its author. The approval with which Mr. Gladstone's measure seemed to meet at 
first rapidly vanished, both in Parliament and throughout the country. He had 
admitted ho Boman Csthelics in: bed “griovense” 
higher education, and that was sufficient for the purposes of the Romish leaders. 
That grievance, as interpreted by them, was nothing less than this—that they have 
not a University endowed by the State, and entirely under the control of Cardinal __ 
Cullen and the Romish hierarchy ; and they announced that they would be content 
with nothing less than this. The Cardinal caused an emphatic condemnation of the 
bill to be read in his churches. The Romish members received the word of com- 


desire 

with greater hostility and malignant denunciation than this, which, whatever 
its ite, deserved far different treatment at the hands of those whose in- 
terests it was intended to serve. The Ministerial measure was defeated by a ma- 
jority of three ; the reason is not far to seek, for Conservatives were alarmed 


accepting office. This, however, the Conservative leader declined, both on account 
of the numerical inferiority of his party in the House and the position of public 
affairs generally, which would have placed him and his party at an obvious disad- 
vantage in accepting the reins of government at the present time. Mr. Gladstone, 
therefore, is, though reluctantly, again Prime Minister, and his colleagues resume 
their former posts. | 3 


It is a curious philosophical study to observe the revolving ature of things within 
certain limits, as it were. Our planet revolves upon itself; nations revolve and 
human thought revolves; we emerge out of savage life! into civilization, and are» 
prone to think it impossible that modes of thought observed in earlier stages can 
ever make their appearance again ;—so far are we apt to imagine tliat we have. 


mand ; and their strong language in the debate could hardly fail to convince Mr. | 
Gladstone how vain are all attempts to satisfy or conciliate Ultramontane lust 
of power. A proposal so evidently suggested by motives of conciliation and a } 
for Trinity College, Liberals were dissatisfied at the three chairs they deemed among _ 
the most essential to a University being excluded, and the Romanists voted to order 
against the bill for the reasons already stated. The offer they have thus rejected is, 
however, the most advantageous they are likely to receive, as it happily seems cer- | 
tain that Protestants will not now consent to any plan of Roman Catholic endow- 
ment it view of present Papal pretensions and the mode in which they are being 
asserted in Europe. As the result of the rejection of the bill, the Ministry resigned, 
and Mr. Disraeli was summoned by the Queen and afforded an opportunity of | 
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advanced beyond such ideas. | But it would really seem as if our modern philosophers, 
in this age of high culture, were like Columbus, who, in journeying in search of the 
east, came upon the west; for they are gravely discussing the old questions of savage 
life—namely, infanticide, putting infirm old people out of the way, and selfishness, 
as if they were things only to be seen now for the first time by those sons of wisdom 
who, with marble foreheads and passionless eyes, can coolly look upon the problems 
of hurban life by the aid only of “the pure reason ;” but to less advanced persons it 
‘really does seem that the discussions now going on as to our having too many 
is euphoniously termed), and as to ury “altruism” (or self-denial) 
others is doing to the world, are, after all, only very ancient thought rehabilitated in 
a garb suitable to make its appearance again in the nineteenth century. If this is 
way tnt thought te te slain, will: ho to 
continue the use of means for the regeneration of the world, which, wherever fairly 
tried, have certainly banished the three savage notions here referred to, as practical 
rules of life, or indeed as possible theoretical ideas of general adoption, to the limbo 
' they deserve. But the curious point that we remark is the singular crossing of the 
old and new in the whirl of the ages; or, as some may prefer to express it, “ There 
is nothing new under the sun,” nor in the sun either, perhaps we shall yet discover. 


We record with regret the death of Dr. Thomas Guthrie, the eminent Seotch 
divine, who, with Dr. Chalmers, Dr. Cunningham, and Dr. Candlish, founded the 
Free Church of Scotland. He was born at Brechin, in Forfarshire, in 1803 ; educated 
at the University of Edinburgh, licensed by the Presbytery of Brechin, called to a 
rural charge, thence to Grey Friars, Edinburgh, and ultimately to St. John’s Free 
, Church, in that city. Dr. Guthrie was the founder of the first ragged-school in 
Edinburgh, and a zealous advocate of practical philanthropy, as those who crowded 
the charches to hear his fervid oratory well know. He raised 100,000/. by personal 
efforts throughout Scotland, to provide suitable homes for the Free Church clergy. 
His numerous works show that he was a laborious student and accomplished writer, 
| “and indeed, since the death of Dr. Chalmers, he has been the most popular man in 
a Scotland ; and almost every resident in Edinburgh could point out the stately form of = 
‘ Dr. Guthrie as he passed along its streets, his manly and benevolent countenance 
beaming with the light within, which so well and sufficiently lighted up the dark valley 
as he was about to enter it, as is amply testified by those present at his decease. 
“ Sing the bairns’ hymn,” he is reported to have said, referring to “ Oh, that will be 
joyful ’ Dr. Guthrie was one of the earliest members of the Evangelical Alliance, 
attended the General Conferences of the Alliance at Geneva in 1861, and at 
Amsterdam, 1867, and fully intended to have gone to New York this year. The 
doctor was also one of the Honorary Secretaries of the British Organization of the 
Evangelical Alliance, in which office he succeeded the late Rev. Dr. King. | 
We have also to notice the death of that excellent American prelate, Bishop 
M‘Ilvaine, who has done such eminent service to the Church of Christ in the United 
States for many years by Lis untiring zeal as a worker, writer, and preacher. Dr. 
M‘Ilvaine was elected Bishop of Ohio in 1832. “While discharging the whole of the 
duties of that office for forty years, he contributed largely to theological literature. 
On the appearance of the “Tracts for the Times,” the Bishop, in his “Oxford 
Divinity,” sounded the note of warning against the subtle attempts of their authors. 
to introdne priestcraft under the guise of ceremonial, sensuous crnament, symbolism, 
and mystery, and faithfully contended for justification by faith in Christ against all 
covert attempts to lead men back to priesteraft. He was the pillar of the Evan- 
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gelical Alliance in the United States, and had looked forward with deep and earnest 
interest to the approaching Alliance Convention in New York. A reference to the 
good Bishop's last days will be found in our Italian correspondence. 

The Wesleyan Church has just lost one of its most active and useful ministers, 
the venerable Thomas Jackson, in the ninetieth year of his age. Mr. Jackson was 
at one time editor of some of the Connexional periodicals ; he filled the chair of 
Theology at the Richmond College for eighteen years ; and was elected President of 
the Conference shortly before the centenary celebrations in 1838. He was well 
known as a writer, having published the lives of John Goodwin, Richard Watson, 
Charles Wesley, and Robert Newton, and a number of theological productions. His 
works in defence or exposition of Methodism were very numerous; one of the 
best known is “ The Centenary of Methodism.” On the occasion of his funeral 
at Richmond Cemetery, his son, the Rector of Stoke Newington, delivered an ad- 
dress, and the President of the Conference (Mr. Wiseman), the ex-President (Dr. 
_ James), and the Rev. William Arthur took part in the service. 


THE LATE REV. DR. GUTHRIE AS A PREACHER. 


BY THE REV. W. M. TAYLOR, D.D., 
PASTOR OF THE TABERNACLE CHURCH, NEW YORK. 


Dr. Taouas Gurarte, of Edinburgh, is no more. Only they who have known the 
genial, large-hearted man, or listened to the eloquent orator as he pleaded the cause 
of suffering humanity, or enforced the truths of the Gospel of Christ, can understand 
the sadness which comes over us as we read the sad, melancholy announcement. He 
was, indeed, a full-rounded Christian man. Simple asa child, affectionate as a woman, 
and courageous as a hero, he was at the same time characterized by a sportive humour, 
which shed around him a halo of cheerfulness wherever he went. One felt happier 
in being near him, and it were hard to say whether he was greater in the intercourse 
of the parlour or in the discourse of the pulpit. By the ministers of his own de- 
nomination he will be remembered with gratitude as the man who, in the successfu] 
effort to build parsonages for them all, laid the foundation of that disease of the 
heart which has ultimately taken him.away from the earth. By the citizens of 
Edinburgh he will be held in lasting honour as the public-spirited philanthropist 
who, through his Ragged Schools, cleared their streets of youthful beggars, and 
emptied their prisons of juvenile delinquents. But by the masses -of the people or 
Great Britain he will be thought of chiefly as one of the most eloquent and effective 
of pulpit orators, and, now that he has gone, a Sabbath in Edinburgh will be shorn 
| to them of half ite attractiveness. He was facile princeps the pulpit orator of Scotland, 
) though, as we shall seek to show, his characteristics were entirely different from those 
which have commonly been supposed to distinguish the preachers of that country. 
To this acknowledged pre-eminence he did not rise all at once. His success was the 
result of the most persevering exertions, coupled with the most earnest study of 
human nature and of his own heart; and so perhaps it may be useful to all of us 
who are engaged in the work in which he attained such skill, to study somewhat 
closely the characteristic features of his excellence. 
He was licensed as a preacher in 1825 ; the ef leving, 
his first attempts made so little impression on his hearers, that it was not until the 
year 1830 that he obtained a parish. The interval was spent by him greatly to his 
advantage, as it afterwards proved; in walking tlie hospitals of Paris as a medical 
student, and in contlucting the banking business of his brother at Brechin. These > 
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é life he drew largely upon these early experiences in those illustrations which he used 
. 80 At first, however, there was little or nothing of the illustrative in his dis- 
: courses. They were didactic and withal somewhat dry. But his very earnestness in 
| his work led him to discover both wherein they were defective, and how the defect 
was to be remedied. With a view to benefit his young hearers, he had instituted a 
Bible class, which, for the convenience of the labourers in the rural district in which 
; he was settled, met on the Sabbath afternoon, immediately at the close of public 
worship. Part of the exercises of this class consisted in a review of the discourses 
which had that day been delivered, and the young people were asked to give what 
they remembered of the train of thought which the preacher had followed. To his 
amazement, and somewhat also to his humiliation, Mr.Guthrie discovered that he had 
to a large extent been spending his strength in vain, for very few of the class could give 
him anything like an intelligible idea of the subject which he had imagined he had made 
so very plain. Whenever he had ventured upon an illustration, however, he found 
that everybody remembered that, and the lesson which he had pointed by it. So he 
set himself to deal less in the logical and more in the illustrative ; and by-and-by he 
- found that, instead of a fragment here and there, the whole sermon was remembered. 
It must not be supposed, however, that there was no logic in all this. He had dis- 
covered that somehow there was more logic in a good illustration than in a syllogism, ~ 
and we believe that it was to him Sir William Hamilton referred when he said, “ You 
will perhaps be surprised when I say that I am most of all impressed by his logic; 
it has only one step in it, and carries me at once to his conclusion.” “He studied 
and entered fully into Milton’s words where 
he says | 


* 


“* What if earth 
Be but the shadow of heaven and things therein, 
Each to the other like, more than on earth is thought.” 


For these illustrations he swept all fields. History, poetry, science, and external 
nature, all laid their tribute at his feet, and he used their offerings with a loving and 
_ skilful hand, weaving them into the fabric of his discourse in such a way a3 to make 
them all contribute to the great purpose which he had in view. He was particularly = _ 
at home, however, in the use of figures gathered from the face of nature, and as his 
parsonage at Arbirlot looked out upon the German ocean—with the Bell Rock Light- 
house standing in the fore-front, like a giant sentinel keeping watch over the deep— 
he was especially familiar with all the moods of the changeful sea, and could describe- 
a storm with more sublimity than any author whom we at the moment remember. 
He knew his power in this particular, and frequently introduced the ocean. into his. 
discourses, so that a cynical critic once remarked concerning him that his popularity 
would cease when the prophecy should be fulfilled, “ And there was no more sea.” 
In the employment of his illustrations he was not content with a mere passing 
allusion. He amplified and elaborated every one which he used, so that it came from 
his hand at length like a finished picture. In this respect there is tho. stréngest con- 
trast between him and his friend Arnot. The latter will condense an illustration ~ 
into a sentence, and go on, and the hearer feels as if some out-flashing meteor had, 
somehow, shot across the heavens, leaving a line of light behind it. The former spread 
his over a page and went to work upon it like an artist, adding some new touch with 
every line, and leaving it hanging as a thing of beauty for ever in the picture-gallery | 
of the memory, For it was as if the thing which he described stood in reality before — 
“your eyes. Connected with this, indeed, was one of the blemishes of his style, for 
- sometimies he overlaid the truth which he was illustrating by the illustrations which. 
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meant to illuminate, but then the reflector was turned behind it toward the eyes of 
his hearers and dassied them with its brilliancy, whereas had it been turned toward 
his theme, it would have brought it out in striking relief before their view. Not 
cftep, however, was he thus at faalt. The oritical reader will find a few examples of 


design-was to:honeur the Master whom he loved to serve. 
He would never saya “ flower” when he could say “ the lily ;” he would never refer 


with no weapen but a sling, and no confidence but God in heaven, stepped forth to 
strength with the son of Anak, loud laughed the Philistine, and 
countrymen’s ranks. Ere one brief hour had run its course, they wept that laughed, and they 
langhed that wept. He who guides the sun in his path in heaven, guided the stone as, armed - 
with death and winged by prayer, it shot from the whirling sling. It swung from the shepherd's q 
hand, it eank into the giant’s brow ; he reels, he staggers, he bends—and, his armour making 4 (Chae 
mighty clang, he measures his long length upon the ground.” 

This treatment of a scene in Scripture history will show how much he saw be- 
neath the surface, and will help the reader to understand with what realistic minute- 


then, having wound up the curicsity of his audience to 
they wondered what connection it had with his. text, he would make his tran- 
sition. thus, “So was it not with the person mentioned in my text.” At such 
times one felt as.if a rhetorical trick had been played upon him, and yet the whole 
thing was so admirably done, that be could not choose but admire. Commonly, 
however, resemblance was the link by which his illustratsons were bound to his 
discourses. ‘Thus in the opening paragraph on the text, “ When he beheld the city 
he wept over. it,” we are introduced to the main subject by an exquisite description 
of Saul’s return at sunset to Gibeah, when, finding all the people im tears, he cried, 
“What. aileth the people that they weep!” But, though he thus excelled in 
illustrations drawn from Scripture, from natare and from science, he was not above 
taking advantage of an anecdote, and when he introduced a story it was commonly 
either one which he had discovered for himself in the course of his reading in history 
or biography, or one which had come under his own observation in the street. The 
beautiful story, “There is another man,” which has done such service in so many 
never either vulgarized or common-place. He put it into so rich a setting that it 
| became at once refined; and his sketches of humble life had in them all the truthful- 
nes and character which one loves to on the of his countryman, Wilkie, 


= 


rare.in his later productions, and it was increasingly seen in them that his great 4 
toa certain locality when he could name it and describe it, to Lis audience. He knew 
that there: was. power in individaalizing ; and when he sought to describe he did so ry 
with amazing distinctness, while at the same time, with the genius of the artist, he “ 
knew precisely where to stop without running into the extreme of over minuteness. , 
What, for example, could be more Homeric than the following description of David's 
conflict with Goliath, introduced to illnstrate that between the Prince of Light and | 
the Prince of Darkuess :— ; | 
“ When the lines of lerael opened, and a youth, a beardiess lad, clad in shepherd's garb, ri 
ness.he painted the face of nature when he attempted to depict a landscape. Some of ; 
the finest specimens of word-painting in our language may be culled out of his ; 
pages, and these recurring passages in his discourses had to the hearer all the 
charm which one derives from a fine wood-cut in a printed book. Occasionally, 
however, his illustrations were suggested by contrast rather than by resem- 
blanee. This was particularly the case in his introductions, in which, beginning 
a long way from his subject, he would sketch a scene with great effect, and _ | 
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His discourses, thus exquisitely illustrated, lost nothing in the delivery. Tall 
in stature, with arms disproportionately long, he appeared at first rather slouching 
and awkward in his manner. But his deeply-marked countenance, in which his 
eyes glowed with a peculiar lustre, and above which his furrowed brow told of much 
study, at once arrested the attention. With slow and measured expression he 
began his sermon, waxing warmer as he proceeded, buat never losing his calm 
self-possession. There was in him nothing of the whirlwind of Chalmers. He 
rarely became impassioned; but he was always dramatic. He would have made 
a superb actor. As the hearer looked, his eye aided his ear; and at times the result 

was almost ludicrous in its reality. Thus; on the occasion when he preached the 
sermon from which we have taken the above extract, he acted David slinging the 
stone so well, that, as one told us who was present, when he made as if he would 
launch out the stone the people in the gallery before him actually dodged their heads, 
that they might not be struck by it ! 

He used no notes ; but had his sermon most thoroughly memorized, #0 that he 
could give it with the utmost confidence and ease. To have confined him to a manu- 
ccrigt would have crippled him as mech as it would have destroyed the power of 
Chalmers to deprive him of his “paper.” He knew what he could do best, and he 
did that. 

It might have been expected that-one possessed of a humour so racy and rich as his 
would have given way to it in his discourses. But when in the pulpit he always held 
that element of his nature in check. He had a high idea of the sanctity of God’s day 
and God's house, and hated to court a grin when he should wooa soul. But on 
the platform he gave it the freest play. Whoever wishes to see this peculiarity of 
his character—aso thoroughly Scottish as it was—must read his “Pleas for Ragged 
Schools” and his “ Appeal for Drunkards and against Drunkenness,” in which they 
will find that pathos and humour alternate with the most earnest enforcement of 
practical benevolence. 

If in anything his discourses were deficient, it was in the element of instruction. 
He rarely dealt in exposition or in argument. It was fortunate for his congrega- 


tion, therefore, that he had for his colleague for many years the Rev. Dr. Hanna (son- 


in-law of Chalmers), whose volumes on the life of Jesus are so well known as models 
of the finest sort of exposition. The one pastor was the complement to the other ; 
and together thev fed their flock with the very finest of the wheat. 

But now he is gone to follow his noble coadjutors in the great disruption struggle, 


and many hearts will mourn over his loss. Let us be thankful that he has not — 


lived in vain. His philanthropic efforts inaugurated a new era in his native land, 
and his preaching, while by no means a perfect model, was a protest against the hard, 
dry theological form of presenting the truth which was so long prevalent in Scotland. 
Not that he despised dogma, but rather that he sought to present it in an attractive 
manner. He held Evangelical doctrines with a firm grasp—but he did not teach 


them after the manner of the catechism in dogmatic phrase. He set them forth 
. gather in parabolic fashion, after the manner of the Master himself. His discourses 


were like the Epistles of James rather than like those of Paul. He who shall 
combine the merits of both will be the model sermonizer.—Boston ( U.S.) Con- 


gregationalist. 
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FRANCE. 


[From our own Correspondent. } 
Paris, March 21, 1873. 


& 


overgrown. 
tanes, on their side, are filling France, as 
they pour in over the frontiers of the countries 
whose Governments resist their pretensions. 


liberty ; while others take the opposite view, 
which is that of the Zglise Libre, which sums 
up a strong article on the Syllabus with the 
words, “ Modern States! Behold that Roman 
hierarchy! If you do not break it up, it 
will grind you to powder !” te 

| THE REFORMED AND THE LUTHERANS, — 

A communication from the Minister of 


Synod of the Reformed Church to hope for 
an early convocation of that body ; but no 


.| further steps have been taken, and no im- 


portant ecclesiastical event has occurred of 
late. There is a sort of lull in the strife be- 
tween extreme parties. New difficulties have 
arisen which seem to throw farther off than 
ever the creation of a Lutheran theological 
seminary in Paris. The very important ques- 
tion, why there is such a dearth of pastors, so 


Some give as a reason the very small salary, 
the immense labour, and the innumerable 
calls upon the pastor's purse; bat others 


;|—more justly, we think—declare that the 


pastorate—exercised too often as it is, as a 
lifeless form, an administrative round of dull 
observances, without spontaneous life and 


spirit. 
A HOPELESS PROSPECT. 

M. Guigot, in his valuable new work, 
manifests his long-cherished desire that Pro- 
testantiem and Catholiciem should “ unite 
without becoming confounded with each other.” 
It is really, as with Father Hyacinthe, playing 
on a mere word. If the “Catholicism” here 
meant is freed of all its abuses, it is no- longer 
what is popularly meant by Catholicienr. Dr. 
de Pressensé explains matters more clearly 
when he says, “I am convinced that France 
will not receive the Gospel in the form of 
modern Protestantism. . . . The Reformation 
must take its birth and grow up in the very 
bosom of Catholicism, on condition that 
Catholicism shall trarsform itself, and break 
with the idolatrous and wild Ultramontanisem 


which is destroying it, and the country along 


with it. ...I aspire to the moral and living 
unity which all the barriers of par- 
ticular confessions.” We hesitate not to say 
it is a delusion. Ultramontanism is, in the 
theory of development, the natural out-growth 
of Roman Catholicism. To stop shcrt of it, 
without going directly back to the simple 
Scriptures, has been often tried, but has 
never produced life, nor conduced to it. 


resists every attempt to reform. Even the 
offer on the part of Government to render 
the positicn of curates (desservants) less’ pre- 


Public Worship allows the Commission of the 


carious, has been ejected by the bishops 


many posts vacant,and so few young men in . 
the ranks, is receiving contradictory answers. 


aggressive vigour—has no attractions for 
are | generous, ardent young men, full of fire and 


The Roman Catholic Church in France | 


- 


OPPOSING TENDENCIES IN FRENCH SOCIETY PY 
“ Anarchy and despotism! such are the two ee 
extremes between which float, vegetate, and at 
perhaps die, nations which are not placed 7 
under sound mora! discipline.” So says a s 
new little paper, L’Union Jurasnenne, whose ra 
appearance on the Swiss frontier we bail as “f 
another element of peace and good-will, and Gi 
sound Evangelical principle, in our French- | 
discipline is intensely felt among us, and 7 
3 
where the only remedy is the grafting pro- i 
cess ; but those who know not a better way j 
endeavour to do their best. On the other .* 
hand, the flood of evil literature and evil 
doings is certainly rising. The village popu- ; 
lations tend to forsake agriculture and seek . i" 
the large centres, where the principles of the ‘} 
“International” are more and more rife. - 
France and Switzerland complain bitterly 
that hands are lacking fcr farm-labour, and i 
Our Protestant press takes two opposite 
views of the acts of the Swiss, German, and 
Italian Governments in the exercise of their 
means of resistance. The majority, with the 
Christianisme, disapprgye of the expulsion of i 
the Jesuit parties obnoxious to the civil and 3 
ecclesiastical laws, as an infringement of 


-— 


ik 
4 
- 
| 


to the town. One thousand Roman Catholics 
pressed In his energetic 
advocacy of pure Christianity the pastor 
exclaimed, “ Perish all forms, if there only be 
progress towards Jesus Christ!” It excited 
such enthusiastic among the Roman 
Catholics that the Prefect, fearful of the con- 
pastor that he would 


population. In Oyonnax, 
St. Hilaire had to speak to about 1,200 
people from a balcony ! 

We have news from Bona, in Algeria, 
where the Protestants are suffering for want 
of a place of worship. The Town Council has 
given the ground and 16,000 franes ; but five 
times the sum is necessary. “Pastor Paul 
Meyer,” says M. Guillaume Monod, “ is there, 
preaching St. Augustine's Gospel in the 
city of Augustine. 
glad to second him ?” 

There is a revival of the Lord’s work in 
Tahiti. A missionary i 


was crowded—pit, box, and galleries. 
hundred people 


of fifty musicians, 


accompained by an harmo- 
nium, 


\ 
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Saviour by reading tracts, and afterwanis the jects repeatedly to keep the faith and per- 
Testament, in an ambulance. severe to the end. At one of the Pastoral 
PROTESTANTISM AT EVREUX, IN ALGERIA, a¥D | Conferences, she appeared at the end of the . £ 
IN TAHITI. long table, and repeated the words of St. My 
At Evreux, a curious circumstance occurred | John, “I have no greater joy than to hear i 
lately. Sixty Protestants, discovered by Pastor | that my children walk in truth.” fi 
Monchatre, of Elbauf, were allowed the free 
and permanent use of a lecture-hall belonging 
new English church, dedicated to the Hy 
Trinity, was consecrated at Lyons, on i 
| 18, by the Right Rev. Bishop Trower. * 
church jis one of the handsomest and 
complete on the Continent. The cost a 
MEME building has been defrayed from pri- s 
the exception of a iS 
take measures to prevent any but Protestants Society for Promoting : 
coming ! Considerable aid was 4 
In the department of the Ain there is con- connected with 7 
siderable activity, well responded to by the and amongst these ih 
have been conspicuous. 
and fittings of the 4, 
church are almost entirely memorial gifts ; i 
the chancel was completed in memory of the J 
Milsom, of Lyons, well 
in the welfare of the ; 
and himeelf one of the ‘ 
was well filled; a considerable number of a 
French Protestants, including several Pro- 
testant pastors, being present. The Bishop { 
preached an able sermon, followed by an ad- . 
ministration of the Holy Communion; and ! 
meeting between two churches, all seems | in the afternoon a confirmation was held. The ' 
brightening. The Queen made tour with | English chaplaincy at Lyons is counected 
several pious church members through the | with the Colonial and Continental Church ) 
South; very numerous religious meetings were | Society, which has now for many years pro- 
held; and the Queen, who, for many years, | vided our countrymen in this city with a | 
had been silent in public, exhorted her sub- | succession of Evangelical ministers. ; 
ITALY. 
[From our own Correspondent. } arene The speakers were Messrs. 
ANNUAL MERTING OF THE ITALIAN BIBLE | Rossetti, Gavazzi, Piggott, Cocorda, ; 
SOCIETY. and two Englishmen, whose addresses were 
Venice, March 15, 1873. | interpreted. Admiral Fishbourne presided, 
The second annual gathering of the Italian | and several hymns were sung by an orchestra 
Bible Seciety at Rome has been even a | 
greater success than the first. Requests for | 
prayer were sent out beforehand all over Italy, report shc an income 0 , 
and much fervent supplication was offered | francs, and an outlay of 8,000 francs in the 
up on its behalf. The Argentine Theatre | printing of the New Testament, under the 
Friends | very eyes of the prisoner Pontiff. Enthusiasm 
another | seems to have prevailed during the whole 
t in. | four hours of the meeting. Professor Comba — 
Two thousand persons, calculated, | evoked applause by mentioning that the Go- 
were present. Asa general rule, the Roman vernment of the Sandwich Islands spent a . 
; brethren abstained from . speaking, and fifth of its income on the public schools, and : 
a gave plase-to distinguished orators from the i to the fact that the Bible in the. 


progress, and influence of Bible- 
and the two foreigners insisted 


giving lengthy and on the whole favourable 
notices. All of them suggest that the Jesuits 
may see from this tumultuous and rapturous 
gathering how their power is passing away. 
The Liberta its surprise at the large 
number of the middle classes and of the lower 
classes, especially women, who were present, 
and says: “We could never have imagined 
that the Protestant propaganda would have 
made such in a year! With ten 
years of such work, there is no saying where 
we shall stop!" 
EVANGELIZATION AT VENICE. 

I write to you from the Queen of the 
Adriatic. It is my first visit since 1866-67, 
when I was privileged not only to open a ser- 
vice for English-speaking foreigners, but to 
preach every night to the Italians. I have 
been to see the third floor where the work 
humbly began, as recorded in your pages at 
the time, and the various halls wherein 
Gavazzi thundered his thrilling eloquence to 
the vast crowds assembled. I am still of 
opinion that it is the finest evangelical work 
in Italy, not even excepting Rome, though’ 
the ferment is over, and friends tell me of 
bigotry and opposition and chill. I attribute 
much of this steady continuance and ongoing 
of the Lord’s work in this place to the fact 
that no rival sects appeared, but that the whole 
work fell into the hands of the Waldenses, who 
are now in possession of the Cavagnio Palace, 
through the generosity of foreign Christians, 
and have therein installed schools and every 


other appliance of a prosperous mission. It } 
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would be well if in the future, and with such 


field of labour. 
GROWING CATHOLICITY AMONG ITALIAN 


growth of a better and more charitable spirit 
among the Christians of Italy, I am happy 


been highly approved of in all quarters : 
that you likewise know that it is 
earnest desire of this committee that 
evangelists of the Free Church should 
accept, for any consideration whatever, 
controversy with Christians of any denomina- 


necessary, bat polemical discussion never. 
You are not to attack, and when attacked 
you are not to reply, but to leave the de- 
cision with God. Your only reply to brethiren 
who assume the position of adversaries, is to 
do better than them the work of Christian 
edification. We write thus, not because we 
have to complain of a spirit of contention 
among you, but to exhort you to resist the 
temptation ~which is, alas! too often offered, 
and which would lead you away from that 
Christian charity which we desire, und feel 
obliged by the law of Christ, to live.” 
Professor de Michelis, too, in beginning 
his new Italian Evangelical journal, Faith 
and Science, has made a similar declaration : 
“Our line of policy is clearly marked out. 
We hold no discussions with Evangelicals ; we 
never reply to calumnies; we only combat 
honest enemies. If there is any one among 


Evangelical before entering the lists, and he 


will find us ready. But masked as an Evan- 


Vatican was a greater prisoner than the Pope 
himeelf. Signor Gavazzi, by all accounts,|an immense territory as Italy presents of 
seems to have carried off the honours of the | important centres, the various parties labour-_ - 
evening, His theme was “Papal Infallibility,” | ing for the best welfare of this land would 
and the stronger he waxed in vehemence | respect and steer clear of each other's mis- 

| against the Papacy, the more rapturous became | sionary efforts. I am glad to note progress 

the plaudits. The opening sentence of his | in this particular, though now and again cases 
speech seems to have produced a great | occur of needless intrusion into each other's 
+ then paused, amid the bewilderment of the 
: anditors, who imagined he spoke of himself. EVANGELICALS. 
- But he immediately resumed : “‘I am equal In this connection, and as proving the 
» | with God, because I am infallible,’ said Pius 
J to an indescribable demonstration of sympa-| to quote a sentence from the circular of the 
thetic feeling. Mr. Piggott called attention | Evangelization Committee of the Free Italian 
to the ee ee Church to its evangelists, and which has 
loving lands, 
7 on the sale, in preference to the gratuitous 
f distribution, of the Scriptures. 
i Such a meeting could not escape the atten- 
tion of the public press, which usually devotes 
. itself exclusively to political topics. In fact, 
ro I find newspapers of every shade and colour! tion. Let there be brotherly explanations, 
by word of mouth or in private letters, when 

4 
| 

oF 

4 

4 

: Evangelicals who is our enemy, and hates 

f us, let him first lay aside the qualification of 

; gelical, let him not enter the arena.” 

; The Lord grant that this truly Christian 

spirit may spread and prevail, and then will 

a a bright day of promise for Italy’s future 

dawn upon us. 

; The Intermissionary Committee is now 
oo an accomplished fact. If all the various 
a bodies will only accept the preliminary ar- 
4 rangements of this committee—pamely, that 
| | divisions should be binding on tke various | ay 


eternal rest at the age 
public in Florence has taken a lively interest 
in the 


admirable biography of the deceased Bishop of 
Ohio in this month’s number of the Sunday at 
Home, in which the facts of his active life and 
energetic labours are given by a friendly pen. 
The Rev, Mr. Garus, the biographer and suc- 
cessor of Simeon 


The American Foreign and Christian 
Union, which has for so many years aided 
the ization of Italy, has now with- 


drawn from sll continental operations, is 
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retiring society, whose work was chiefly 
confined to the northern of Italy, in 
connection with the Free Italian Church. 
The Rev. Dr. Vernon, agent of the Ame- 
rican Methodist Episcopal Church, has settled 
in Bologna, and begun mission-work there. _ 


Genoa, where the cruelty to horses and mules 
surpasses what one sees at Naples—alas ! so 
fearfully notorious for the savage treatment 
of those poor animals. What goes on at the 
port, morning after morning, during the 
vessels, no one but 
those who have witnessed it can imagine or 
express. The windows of our hotel unfortu- 
nately overlooked the shocking scene.” 
From the recently-issned report of the 


publica- 
ve been bond fide sold and paid for 


A. congress is shortly to be held in Rome 
National Association for Rural Infant 
Schools. About 2,500 persons, constituted 
into 250 committees, have succeeded in five 
years in opening 418 of these country schools 
for children. The Government is favourable 
to this society, and helps it with money. its 


GERMANY. 
THE NEW ECCLESIASTICAL MEASURES BEFORE THE PRUSSIAN 
PARLIAMENT. 


[From our own Correspondent. ] 
March 18, 1873. 

Three months have elapsed since my last 
letter, and that at a time when there has | m 
: been more religious excitement in Germany 
than perhaps in any previous period ; but 
things go om in the same course, and if the 
observer takes a wider range, at longer inter- 
vals than a month, he will probably not lose 
by it; one forms a clearer judgment of the 
real state of things.’ tent your 


/ 


ation between the Prussian Government and 
aad The “ Liberals” were afraid that our 
Government might give way—that there 
might be influences at Court counteracting 
that of Prince Bismarck ; and if any tendency 
of that kind had réalfy existed, the Roman 
See would probably have gone half-way to 
meet the Government. Rome is very clever ; 
and when she sees that she can obtain more 
‘by an alliance then by hostility, she is ready 
to grant forgiveness for the past. But such 
a tendency did not exist ; if it had existed, 
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Churches—we may look forward to deys of 
peace and prosperity for our Italian Zion. 
THE LATE BISHOP M‘ILVAINE. 
A valuable life bas just closed in Christian 
triumph in Florence. The venerable and 
beloved Bishop M‘Ilvaine, author of so many oe 
Christianity, and other subjects, after areas There has lately been established, under | 
three weeks’ illness, during which he recovered ‘ees in Fi é Soelety for th j 
and relapsed several times, has to hie | in Fiosence, a “ Society for the 
gone Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.” There i 
are above 4,000 members registered already. 
“I shall never forget,” writes a friend, “ my s 
drawn to the shop by the noise which pro- 
Che | ceeded from it—on seeing a poor fowl being 
plucked alive, and learning afterwards frum 
a resident there that it was the custom so to | 
do. ...I also hope that much may be i 
effected, through the new society's efforts, in Fi 
with the Bishop during all his last days, Hi 
and has forwarded his. dying messages to ay 
friends throughout the world, The'servants 
in the Florentine Hotel have vied with one | i 
another to be permitted to serve in the sick | ! 
chamber, and obtain the blessing of the de- 
parting saint, so persuasive was the influ- , 
ence exerted by his holy example. . 
AMERICAN EFFORT IN ITALY. : 
in Mexico, where a remarkable work has 
lately been going on through the labours of i 
its agents, especially of Rev. Dr. Riley. I 
am_ happy to say that the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions has : 
entered the field and taken the place of the | president is Count Terenzio Mamiani. 


“\ 


dete | all their power of speech to oppose what they 


Roman 


by 
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the allocation of the Popa, 
‘Yhristmas, would have hae 
here no more any chance of ond =: 
‘Che retirement of Prince I 
t Premiership of the Prussian Cabs Wer- 
é no difference in the policy of the G law, 
f But the position af the different 
J also very much changed since the balls 
: year. Then some Evangelical Chr cer 
gently and cautiously hinted that the werfare | tain that one of the most important liberties 
= withdrawn im a very 
; amoist the shouts of the 
th Houses of Parliament 
7 Of « 
with 

= 

aa Ta. 

a m= in order to avert the 

BE 
> 
= 


—~ 
~ 


= 


= 


im danger, and so on. The sentence of the 


Consistory gives no grounds for all 


perance 
country has been fully established by the re- 
port of the Committee on Intemperance of 
the Lower House of Convocation in this pro- 
vince, which with its valuable and exhaustive 
appendix has been for some time before the 
country, and has been the meazit of calling 


— 


general attention to the 
structive vice of which it treats. But hitherto 
no effort has been made by the Church in 
its collective capacity for the suppression of 
this great national evil. A society, however, 
based upon the principles laid down in a 


, now before the House, and likely to enlist the 
co-operation of all persons interested in the 


- 


same conferences, which expressed 


degrading and de-| i 


supplementary report of the said committee, 


TESTIMONIAL TO THE REV. DR. MOFFAT. 

On the morning of the 19th ult. about 300 
ladies and gentlemen Lreakfasted together at 
Cannon-street Hotel, preparatory to the pre- 
sentation of a valuable testimonial to the 
Rev. Dr. Moffat, the disti South 


, African missionary. The chair was taken by 


| 
112 EVAKGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 1, 
held a long colloquy with Dr. Sydow, im | attempted to limit the freedom of science or 
| which it was established beyond doubt that | to abridge religious liberty—the only ques- 
) Dr. Sydow did not believe in the fundamental tion is, whether a man may be a minister of ; 
: facts of our religion. He said in his defence, a Charch whose essential doctrines he not 
only disbelieves, but publicly attacks. If it 
t creeds of our had been very generally | is allowable to deny the divinity of Christ 
prevalent at the time he was ordained. The | in our pulpits, what value remains to our 
4 Consistory decided that Dr. Sydow could not | Church? Fortunately, this is felt by the 
. remain in office, and immediately suspended | Christians of Germany. In a way unknown 
him. He appealed to the High Ecclesiastical | hitherto, Christian conferences have been 
‘ Council, to which all eyes are now directed. | convened in various parts of the country, in 
; The question has become one of the utmost Berlin, Gnadau, Kénigsberg, ete. ; 
interest. Everybody feels sorry that s man | [iS 
4 who has held his pastoral office for nearly | jections to the new laws, have 
{ fifty years, and who personally enjoys general | general declarations of adhesion to 
: esteem, should close a long life in this | Everybody feels the importance of 
: manner; but if he was pradent, as he/|tion It is a pity that it is only 
himeelf says, during the time of reaction, | the High Ecclesiastical Council has 
which he calls dark, why did he come out | order in which it blames pastors for trying 
publicly with his unbelief at the present | to influence the judicial decision. 
7. } moment? Twelve pastors from Berlin and the | first petition of the twelve pastors had HE 
neighbourhood immediately sent a petition | diately been refused on those grounds, no 
to the High Ecclesiastical Court to reverse | further demonstrations would have taken , 
t the sentence. They declare that they occupy | place; bat as nothing was said then, the 
; the same religious grounds as Dr. Sydow. | believing clergy thought it their duty also to 
' At the same time, Dr. Sydow receives nu-| do something. Now the demonstrations of 
merous addresses of sympathy. The Pro- | the Protestantenverein are at an end, and 
4: testantenverein has always demonstrations of | the declarations of believers alone are touched 
| that kind im readiness. They try to make/| by this order. This is not fair, as the Spirit 
: ‘out a case of religious persecution ; they de- | ought not to be quenched ; and the attitude 
clare that liberty of scientific investigation is | of Evangelical men all over the country in 
defence of the rights and of the internal 
these | purity of their Church, is a valuable feature 
4 assertions. The Protestant Church has never | of our time. 
Home Intelligence. 
4 THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY ON suppression of intemperance, has been recently 
aga INTEMPERANCE. inaugurated at a meeting held in Lambeth 
a The following pastoral has been addressed by | Library on the 18th of this month, at-which 
, Bi the Archbishop of Canterbury to the Bishops|I myself presided. It seems desirable that 
ai of the Southern Province: “The alarming| the organization possessed by our Church 
through its bishops, archdeacons, rural deans, 
ae and parochial clergy should now be employed 
for the purpose of supplying information, and 
for dealing with a vice so injurious to the 
welfare of the people in every parish. I hope 
that you will employ such means as you may 
think best suited for the purpose to bring this 
portant subject under the notice of the 
clergy and laity of your diocese.” 


April 1, 1873.) 


the reverend gentleman was read by the Rev. 
Dr. Binney, in which a hope was expressed 
that the guest of the day might be permitted 
to see and welcome to his native country his 
distinguished son-in-law, Dr. Livingstone. The 
Chairman stated that the total amount re- 


ought to have done more work, and to ha 
done his work better, his heart oyerflo 
with gratitude to God for the blessings which 
he had poured on missionary work in that 
part of Africa with which he had beer con- 
nected. He never doubted the success of the 
Gospel even among the most degraded. 
‘MISSION WORK IN THE EAST OF LONDON. 
Limehouse, like many other thickly-popu- 
lated localities, was, not a great number of 
years since, what is called “country.” London 
at length extended and embraced this retreat 
in its folds of bricks and mortar, and the 
“ Edinboro’ Castle” became the nightly, if not 
the hourly, resort of men, women, and chil- 
dren. To suit the locality, the grounds were 
brilliantly illuminated and thrown open for 
dancing, and statues held lamps to guide the 
feet of the giddy. An immense concert-hall 
of the lowest type was erected’ at the back, 
where during the week the preaching of ‘the 
Sabbath was more than undone. The “Castle” 
‘in. its day was one of the moat Jugritive spe- 


5 
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culations in London. Its tinsel glories were 


‘enemy each night to sow the tares and Chris- 


tians to remain passive, while the good seed 


swelled from the hosts of the enemy. Dr. 
Bernardo then invited Joshua Poole and 
his wife (better known in the East of 


many who nightly made it their resort passed 
it by on their way to the tent. Joss preached 
Christianity in his plain way, and waged an 
uncompromising war against intemperance. 
The landlord to find the siege was so 
well laid, that he felt that famine would even- 
tually compel him to surrender. Those who 
had pitched against him had not only be- 
sieged his fortress, but had won over nearly 
the whole of his garrison. Other public- 
houses near had already surrendered and 
hoisted their shuttere, and finally the “ Edin- 
boro’ Castle” was “in the market.” Winter 
was coming on, the “Castle” closed, and its 
garrison fled, The tent. was nightly crowded 
with earnest worshippers, and their leader 


<2 


Mr. Samuel Morley, M.P. After breakfast, 
: the Chairman said he felt it a great privilege | attacked when they had reached their zenith 
. to preside over an assembly met to do honour | —its fall was rapid and complete. 
to themselves by honouring their much-re- Dr. Barnardo was the strategist, and the 
and beloved guest. An address to | weapon he used in this warfare was the Gos- 
pel. This young man, who seven years ago 
came to London as a medical student, and | 
| who has now received his diploma, has, a4 is 
well known, for many years carried on an ex- | 
tensive organization, called the “ East-end 
Javenile Mission.” One night the doctor | 
ceived was 5,81 2/. 10s. 6d.; that of thisamount | walked into this masic-hall, and to his sur- | 
56,2501 had been invested in the names of | prise and sorrow saw several girls and boys 
trustees in East India Guaranteed Railway | who had- attended his classes. Who was to | 
Stock, yielding a minimum income of} conquer? Was this stronghold of Satan to 
234/. 10s. per annum; and that the balance | remain and defy Christianity?! Was this 
was being choked ? No. It was not the place 
itself that was bad, but the people ; so the | 
first line of attack was with the masses. The 7 
: young doctor, by unwearied labour in this vast f 
vineyard, succeeded in raising a band of from i 
took a piece of waste ground almost close to 
this “ Edinboro’ Castle.” Here he had a tent 
erected capable of accommodating from 1,500 
Pp to 2,000 people, and in this camp nightly 
assembled his little army. His ranks rapidly 4 
London as Fiddler Joss). In this tent the 
work of in-gathering went on for twenty-eight | 
weeks. The hold Joshua Poole had upon the 
people of this locality was truly surprising, : 
and such a revival tock place us is seldom 
| heard of. So near was the tent pitched to a 
_ this famous public-house, so near its concert- 
| hall, that all the sensations got up by the . 
| proprietor failed to grapple with the hosts 
who were rallying round the standard of the 
Cross, The hall became less frequented, and 
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determined, by God’s help, to secure the de- | nineteenth century has scarcely had to chro- 
serted “Castle.” The sum of 5,500L was|nicle. To the chagrin of the brewers, the 

i for the “Castle” and its licence. | licence was secured, and although a large sum 
This came down to 4,5001.; the money was | was offered for its transfer, it was a trophy too 
at once forthcoming, the premises were taken, | precious, too dangerous, to lose. The walls of 
and 1,900. spent in alterations and repairs. | that Jericho fell, and the castle of Satan was 
A great temperance movement this, and such — into a house of prayer.— Weekly 


De. Jemup, of Beyret, of the opinion thet in due time the coumunicants ofthe 
Greek Church will become Protestants en masse. 

One of the missionaries at Harpoot writes in the Harpoot News: “'The chief direct 
labour among the Mohammedans in Turkey is by the sale of the Scriptures, which are found 
in the hands of many. Visiting the pasha of this district, a few days since, we were not a 

little surprised to find him thoroughly at home in opening to chapter and verse in the New 
nished the military pasha here with a Bible, and some time since sold copies to the cadiand ‘~* 
the chief of the custom-house. Sales of Testaments in the Turkish tongue and character are 


and there, one who appears really to love the truth. A humble Protestant brother was, some 

time since,' travelling in the mountainous district to the south of Harpoot, and resting by the A 
Wayside, when a Turkish horseman dismounted and sat down beside him with the question, <i 
‘Do [you know how to read?’ The Turk then drew a Testament from his bosom, and 
reading a chapter in John’s <ospel, led in prayer, pleading the merits of Jesus, His story 
was, that he was from a village to the north of Harpoot ; that, having been enlightened by 
this Testament, he was threatened with violence by his relatives, who had twice employed 
Koords to attack him ; and that he was fleeing for his life. There surely was no apparent 
motive for telling an untruth, and may we not hope that among the many into whose hands 
_ the Scriptures have fallen there are not afew who, like Joseph of Arimathea, are disciples of 
Jesus, though secretly for fear of the Turks, and who, like him, will at length come out 


INDIA. 
The Lucknow Witness, of January 10, says : “ Last Lord’s-day evening, about fifty per- 
sons were received into the Methodist Episcopal Church of Bombay, at the Falkland-goad 
Hall, by Rev. William Taylor. _ These had all accomplished their probation of six months, 
and been recommended by respective class-leadere, with the exception of one or two 


who were received on 


four days in the week, at the hour when the clerks employed in the numerous offices in the 
fort and neighbourhood are returning to their homes ; such of them as are disposed stop and . 
listen. Norton, Robbins, and Shaw, of tht Methodist Kipinonpal Mission, etary the 
preaching, though.a number of Christian friends, ladies and gentlemen, are glad to identify 
themselves with the work, to join in singing, and to bear their own personal testimony to 


| 
‘ 
4 
i: F becoming quite frequent. It must be confessed that few seem to feel any spiritual interest 
| in it as God’s Book. Their chief aim seems to be to gratify curiosity, somewhat as we should 
| im reading the Koran. They, however, acknowledge the Scriptures to be from God, but say 
that they have boen corrupted. They take much satisfaction in turning text against text, — 
: Calling recently upon a Turkish goldemith, to whom I had sold a Testament, he brought it 
of 
his 
the 
at more. intelligent among the military class, confess that the truth is with us, and that ere 
t long their own system must give place to ours. But it is more encouraging to learn of, here 
| 
+ ees certificaté from other churches. Among the number received on pro- 
F fession of their faith were a P and three Hindus.” 
» The Bombay Guardian, ebruary 15, says : “ During rather more than two months 
\ there has been preaching j glish to natives acquainted with that tongue, on the esplanade | 
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the value of the Gospel and the all-sufficiency of Christ. This testimony, more than any- 
thing else, helps to disabuse the minds of the listeners of the idea that Christianity is a mere 
hereditary religion, and to show them that a change of heart lies, in all instances, at the basis 
of a true Christian life. There is sometimes a good deal of rudeness and noisy opposition at 
these meetings, and we are sorry to say that certain persons make themselves very prominent 
in the endeavour to hinder the missionaries from being heard ; but in a promiscuous open-air 
audience it is to be expected that those who are least worthy should make themselves most 


Missionaries of different societies are preaching in the open-air in different parts of Bombay. 
No one can engage in this work without being made to feel how futile and fruitless his ut- 
most endeavours must prove, without power 
heart coated in so many folds of error. He is also made to feel that he must be animated by 
Whet will win them to the is the loveef the Crom, ond thet love be embodied in 
he 


those who address them. The true missionary will so love the people he speaks to, that 
_will gladly lay down his life to give them evidence that Jesus is the Christ, the Saviour of 


May last a spirit of inquiry has been spreading among the people, and 220-adults have been 


__is spreading widely in all directions. Many inquirers are coming to the missionaries, and 


no Missionary support. The work 


he carried it to the missionaries and told his story. He was more perfectly instructed i 
way, and soon after baptized. He then left, but in three weeks returned with half a village 


still full of zeal, and doing a great work for his Master.” 
A later number of the Lucknow Witness says : “ We aze glad to hear of the baptism 


is 
of 
thirteen more converts in the Santhal Mission. Inquirers attend in large numbers, but it is 
only after patient inquiry end trial that adnlts ese admitted to the sscred rite of 
baptism.” 
CHINA. 


colporteur in China, met with some most in- 


from on high, to carry home the truth to the 


+ 


——_ are evidently desirous of hearing what the missionary has to say for the cause he has at heart. . 
~ After each open-air meeting, there is an in-door meeting where the Scriptures are read and 2 
expounded. At some of these after-meetings there are discussions. In the native town, 
sinners, and worthy of their heart-confidence.” Li 
The Zecknow Witness says : “ We rejoice to hear that a gracious and indeed glorious i 
work of grace is going forward among the Santhals (devil-worshippers) in connection with \ 
y forward by the people themselves. Not a 
single man among the converts ie put upon mission pay. A few teachers are paid very , 
small salaries, and of the former native helpers the ee ee to any one is six : 
rupees, and that to an ordained native preacher! All the converts are learning to read, and 
the best spirit prevails among them. One of the most successful assistants in this work is a 
woman about sixty years of age. She has been known to go on foot seven miles to talk— if 
she were a man, we would call it preach—to the people, and her word is attended with 
i Dene i jeted br Norwecian broths be or 
| brought about in a singular way. He bad been for some time somewhat anxious about bis 
spiritual state, when about midnight he dreamed that he should go and sit in the midst of a | 
certain field and wait until an order was sent to him as to what he should next do. He | 
awoke from his dream, and at once rose and went out to the field, where he patiently sat till 
morning. As it became clear, he noticed a tiny scrap of paper lying at his feet, and picking 
it up, he concluded that this must be his ‘huém, and not knowing where else to go with it, 
; Grand Canal. city 
| by the east ; people being very civil; and I am sure that you will be glad to hear 


many 
 Ghow-Foo was held by the rebels, firewood being scarce, some went 
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that 1 found many well acquainted with the Gospel, and anxious to get books, listening to the 

gied tidings apparently with much delight. 1 need not tell you that this me 

very much. I was overjoyed, and spoke, I believe, as I have never done before, of the love 

of Christ. I went right through the city towards the west gate, where the most business is 

God for his blessing that day. From Chang-Chow- 


down ; but no sooner had they put the saw into it than blood rushed forth, and 
rebels ran away, and never troubled the old tree any more.’ And ever since that time 
rotten old tree has become a god, and is worshipped almost continually, and all 


JAPAN, 

The promise in Japan continues to improve. Mr. Mori, the Japanese Minister 
Washington, has prepared for eubmission to his Government a memorial on religious liberty. 

A 


missionaries 

heathenism is melting away by the marvellous change of a national régime, and the way 
seems open for the extension of the best’ influences of Bible Christianity.” The Government 
appears to be restrained from publishing a decree of absolute toleration by three obstacles : 


aggression ; uncertainty as to the manner in which such a decree will be received by the 

people and unfriendly nobles ; and apprehension lest the prestige of the Mikado as a being 

directly descended from the gods may be impaired. _ , 
SIAM. - 

The religious aspect of the nation is somewhat less promising. ippincott’s Magazine 
says: “ Though the royal edict gives protection to all religions, and permits every man to 
choose for himself in matters of conscience, it can scarcely be said that the two Kings take 
any real interest in Christianity. They think less of Baddhism, its mystic creed and impos- 


_ ing ceremonies, ahd have made very many changes in the form of worship ; but, apparently, 


they are no more Christians than were their respective fathers, the late first and second 
Kings. They treat Christianity with outward respect, because they esteem it decorous to do- 
so ; and the same is true of the Regent and Prime Minister ; but none of them even profess 
any real regard for the worship of the true God. The concessions made thus far indicate 
progress in civilization, not in piety ; and while the Kings and their subjects are assuredly 
losing their grasp on Buddhism, they are not reaching out to lay hold on Christianity. It 


_ seems rather as if the whole nation were swaying off into the frigid regions of scepticism, and, 


influenced by many unworthy representatives of Christian countries, they live only for the 
luxuries and laxities of the present life. Priestly robes are much less frequently seen on the 
river and in the streets than formerly ; and many of the clergy no longer reside at the tem- 
ples, but with their families in their own houses ; thus relinquishing even the pretence of 
celibacy, which has hitherto been one of the strongest points of Buddhism, giving it an appear- 
ance of sanctity and a hold on the affections of the people that nothing else can do. With | 
this rapidly increasing renunciation of priestly celibacy and the daily diminishing ranks of 
the clergy, Buddhism, the mammoth religion of the world, seems tottering to ruin, and even 
the present generation may see its utter demolition, at least as far as Siam is concerned. Ser- 
viees at the temples are now held in imitation of English morning and evening prayers ; & 
moral essay is read, at which the body-guards of the Kings and the Government officers are 
generally required to be present, and the remainder of the day they are excused from duty, ~ 


- Instead of being kept, as formerly, Sundays and week-days, in almost perpetual attendance 


“oa his Majest.” 


; roo 1 started for a city called King-Long. I stopped at a smaller place, Siey-Choh. Here 
I heard an amusing story, which is worth relating. On the bank of the canal where I hed 
7 made my bost fast for the night, stood an old tree, all hollow, and alongside of it stood a 
-f very respectable Chinaman. Passing the remark that the tree was very old, he related the 
| following : ‘This tree,’ he said, solemnly, ‘was planted in the dynasty about 260 years. 
| Under it is a well, containing the cut-head knife’ (using his own word) ‘ with which so 
ago, when the Chang- 
) to cut this old tree 
the 
this 
| ments cou not make poor hignted leliow Delev' 28 O11: ino tree the 
| remainder a fable invented by some one to blind the people.” 
it 
the remembrance of what the country suffered three centuries ago from 
| 
| \ 
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AFRICA. 

We resume our extracts from the annyal letter of the native Bishop Crowther, im con- 
tinuation of those given in our last number (pp. 84-85) :— 

“ Bonny. War, whether civil or foreign, is an enemy to prosperity. It ruins nations, 
destroys lives and property, and impoverishes the country ; above all, it is a great drawback 
to all improvements, and great impediment to the progress of the Gospel of peace, which is 
our mission to proclaim to all men: it bars access to countries whose peaceful people are 
stretching forth their hands for missionaries’ aid. All these are applicable to the present 
state of Bonny, where civil war has been on the drag since the last three years, which only 
has resulted in the ruin of trade in the river, and of every other improvement in the country. 
Whenever the people were called to the war-camp our congregation got thinned ; the minds 
of the people became unsettled ; our school children got careless in their attendance at school, 
there being no sufficient interest in the parents or guardian to make them go regularly. So 
long as this protracted war lasts we cannot expect rapid progress in our at Bonny as we 
would wish. However, attendance at the means of grace on the Lord’s-day is encouraging ; 


the poor class of the population seem to feel that their refuge is in the sanctuary of the Lord, . 


having lost all confidence in the refuges of lies—the gods of the country. Thus the church 
is very well attended at times. In this is verified the saying, ‘ Man's extremity is God's 
opportunity.’ They shall not be disappointed by thus placing themselves under the shadow 
of the great Rock which is so relieving in a weary land—which is only to be found in Christ 
Jesus. Thus Bonny, the most forward and promising of our stations, has been struggling to 
keep pace in progress in spiritual things since the last three years, But we need not despair : 
there are tokens that the work is not lying dormant ; there is an inward vitality among the 
mass of the population : we have many proofs of this, thank God, and take courage. 


“ Nov. 3 ; Lord's-day.—I preached to an attentive congregation of about 300 persons— . 


the Rev. Mr. Smart interpreted in the Ibo language—most of whom were young persons, 
promising successors of their present leaders. " 
“ Nov. 5.—I visited Juju town, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Dandeson. -Jack Brown, 
chief, had kindly sent his canoe in charge of his son William to convey us in safety ; the 
is about two miles towards the entrance of the river from the Mission-house. A 
started here by this young man, William Brown, who had received a few years’ 
England. As the war has protracted, and the oil merchants are now inaccessible, 


in 
to spend his time more profitably, and for some good purpose, he opened his school about, 
and | 


four months ago of his own accord, undertook the schoolmastership himself ; and I must 


say I was greatly surprised to find seven of the boys able to read Part IIL. of the Sunday- : 


school Union spelling- book very fluently, almost without a mistake. Having examined them 


his friends from New Calabar River for school. The chiefs of this 
place have been expecting me to go over now a long time, and establish a mission station 
among them, but for want of funds I have not been able as yet to comply with their wishes, 
to my great regret. After the examination of the school, we went round the group of villages 
which com 

We visited the temple, and found the gods in a most decaying state, and apparently not much 


its best also, The total number of the boys is seventeen, seven of whom have been sent. 
to by 


used to collect their human cargoes, some years ago, for the other side of the Atlantic ; but 
- what great changes have taken place since! No tracee remain of the visit of the Spaniards 
to the country, except a few old men, who still mourn over the loss of their golden time of 
the slave-trade, when they used to enjoy comfort and ease, and earn slave goods without labour 
and toil, but now with whom the labour of collecting palm-oil has no relish. The spot still 
retains the name of barracoon, which perpetuates the visit of the Spaniards to Bonny River. 


acts, and 1 dismissed him from the office of assistant school teacher. This was painfal, as he 


was the first baptized convert, and the first I had tried as a teacher, the first-fruit of Bonny — 
Mission. Man is suré to err on account of his imperfect and limited knowledge, who can 


By Sp whereas’ the Lord sajd, “ Look not on his counte- 


; 
j / 


~. 


Pry 


- 
~ 
hd 


‘ 
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A 
myseil in Jing, Lpere Was no Gdouv pout 1 Janaeson mined tne rrimer Cias 2100 
did 
ended to. One of these groups of villages was the celebrated barracoon where the Spamiarc 
The spot would very readily be given for a mission station if asked for. } 
“ Nov. 6.—I had the painful task of returning David, the hewly-appointed school teacher, ' 
to his guardian, Manilla Pepple, who had very kindly delivered him to me for mission work. 
| David having grown up among a loose population in morals, had habituated himself to wrong 


nance, or on the beight of his stature, because I have refused him ; for the Lord seeth not as 
man secth . for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” 
May we ever seek the direction of His Holy Spirit ! | 


« interest in your on behalf of this mission, I remain, 
Begging an your prayers 


with the sorrowful history of the Indian tribes—Connecticat, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
and Delaware ; the venerable Bishop Smith, of Kentucky, the “dark and bloody ground” 
of former times, being the consecrator. Bishop Howe and the Bishop of Nebraska, under 
whose fostering ministrations the Indian Missions in Niobrara have grown up, were the 
presenters, and Bishop Whipple, the father of these missions, and more than any man living, 
the author of the present pelicy of the American Government towards the Indians, preached 


able, and his ordination may be said to constitute a new epoch in the Church in this 
country.” 
MEXICO. 


Mr. Pitkin, American Presbyterian missionary to Zacatecas, counts four congregations 
under his supervision —Cos, where he has held meetings with an attendance of from 100 to 
250, Fresnillo, Salado, and Tecolotes. Mr. Pitkin (says the New York Independent) writes <t 
of an extremely interesting service held at the latter place, a silver mine, half-a-dozen miles 
from Zacatecas. Here an aged colporteur, together with two or three others who had been 
accustomed to attend service at Cos, had collected a congregation of twenty or thirty miners, 
who met one evening in the week, as well as on Sunday, for religions services. The old 
man, very roughly and poorly clad, walked in upom Mr. Pitkin at his hotel, and begged his 
presence at their Sunday service. The missionary had heard that a small Evangelical con- 
gregation had recently been gathered in the vicinity, and gladly accepted the invitation. The 
next Sunday a mounted eseort of four Mexicans, from Tecolotes, waited upon Mr. Pitkin, 
reserving the fifth and best caparisoned horse for “the minister.” This escort is a matter 
of necessity, because of the robbers who infest the roads. After a two hours’ ride, they 
reached the mine, where the congregation was ready to assemble as soon as they should 
know of the minister's arrival. The order of exercises at the service was as usual—first a 
written prayer, read by an aged colporteur, then chanting of the Lord’s Prayer by a few of 
the company, reading of the Bible by a young man, another prayer, reading again, then 

- reading of the Confession of Faith of the church at Cos, and, last, the singing of a hymn, 
which the congregation had only in manuscript, and which was known to but few of their 
numbers. After this service Mr. Pitkin baptized two men who were desirous of baptism, 
having learned that they had been examined in due form, according to the custom of the 
charch at Cos; and then, hearing that a mother waited to present her child for Wlessing 
after the manner of the same church—a service which the missionary had not been called 
upon before to render—prayer was offered for mother and child, and the services closed 

_/ with the benediction. Such a meeting as this, established by the miners, held in so primi- 

“tive a fashion, and savouring so strongly of Apostolic times, could not fail to encourage an 

earnest worker like Mr. Pitkin, who mourns over the lack of suitable teachers and preachers 


. 
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| 
| to-day ; it commenced at 10.30 au... The number of children present was thirty boys and 
thirteen girls, forty-three in all, divided into six clases, each of which | examined separately. 
! (ommdermg so many interruptions they have met with in their regular attendance, | was giad 
% to find them able to acquit themselves so well im reading, spelling, repeating Dr. Watt’ 
AMERICA. 
The consecration, of the Rev. W. H. Hare, S.T.D, Missionary Bishop of Niobrars (American 
" Protestant Episeopal Church), took place on the Tharsday after Epiphany (Jan. 9.), in St Luke's 
Chureh, Philadelphia. Bishop Howe, who is the father-in-law of this Bishop to the [ndiana, was 
himeelf consecrated in St. Lake's, a little over a year ago. There were present, and assisting in 
the consecration of Dr. Hare, the Bishop of New York, in whoee diocese, at the beginning of 
the present century, the grandfather of the Bishop-elect, Bishop Hobart, exercised episcopal 
supervision, and the diocesans of those states whose early history is so intimately blended 
the sermon. There were also present twelve bishops in all, and one hundred clergymen, 
t seventy of whom were in sarplices. “Bishop Hare is,” says the Spirit of Misnona, “ the 
‘ ; ove hundredth bishop consecrated in the American Church. The work for which he has 
a been set apart, and all the circumstances of his calling and election, are peculiar and remark- 
if 
vat 
of 
al 
| 
| 
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for this and other congregations under his charge. It is a matter of surprise to the new 
missionaries in Mexico that so large a proportion of the inhabitants are of Indian extraction. 
Probably seven-eighths of the Mexican population of San Lais Potosi, where Rev. Mr. 
Thompson is stationed, are in part of Indian blood. Mr. Phillips, of Mexico, desires the 
Presbyterian Board to purchase charch property that will accommodate his rapidly-in- 
creasing congregation—a purchase which the Board does not yet feel itself in a condition to 
make. That ample accommodation is required is to be seen from the fact that 350 com- 
municants were present at the Christmas service. The fact that twenty-four young local 
ministers in the Boston Theological Seminary (Methodist Episcopalian) are studying Spanish 
with a native teacher, as a preparation for missionary work in Mexico or other south-western 
countries on this continent, shows the growing interest felt in this comparatively new field of 
missionary labour. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE BRITISH ORGANIZATION OF THE 
EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE, 


TO BE HELD IN BRIGHTON, APRIL 22, AND FOLLOWING DAYS. 


Tae Council have great pleasure in announcing to the members of the, Evangelical 
Alliance, and to all Christians friendly to the manifestation of union among true believers 
in Christ, that, complying with a cordial invitation received from various members of the 
different Evangelical denominations in Brighton, they have resolved to hold the wexr 
Convergence or tae Bairish OngaNizaTION OF THE EVANGELICAL ABLIANCE 
IN THE TOWN OF BariauHrTon. 

Looking to the subjects of general interest that will be considered, the increasing 
importance of these assemblies of the children of God for mutual acquaintance, for fraternal 
consultation and communication relative to the progress of the Gospel in various lands, and 
to the approaching General Conference of Christians of all nations to be held in New York 
in October next, it is much to be desired that there should be a large and influential 
attendance on this occasion. Hospitality will be provided for delegates and visitors, as far 
as the means at the disposal of the Brighton Committee will allow. 


By order of the Couneil, 


HERMANN SCHMETTAU, Ph.D., For. Sec. 
Alliance House, 7, Adam-street, Strand, London, W.C. 


The following is the programme, as at present arranged :— 

Tumspar, Apart 22.—Private meeting of the Council, at twelve o'clock, for transac- 
tion of business. At half-past three o'clock a public united prayer-meeting will be held in 
the Pavilion. At seven o'clock there will be a social meeting of members and visitors for 
mutual introduction and conference, His Worship the Mayor of Brighton will preside. 
‘Tea and coffee will be served durir § + evening. 

Wepwespay, Arai. 23.—M_—s; at ten, opening devotional meeting, at which the 
Rev. C. D. Marston, M.A, Vicar of St. Paul’s, Onslow-square, Brompton, London, will 
preside, and deliver the annual address. Praise and prayer, with reading the Scriptures. 
At twelve, business meeting; the Right Hon. Lord Ebury in the chair. 1. 
of secretaries for Conference. 2. Resolutions on the order of business. 3. The practical 
resolutions to be read and enforced. 4. Acta of the Evangelical Alliance in 1872. 

5, Afldvess by the Rey. William Arthur, M.A. Subject, “The Unity of the Christian 
Church in all Ages and in all Lands. Hindrances, Ancient and Modern, in the way of its 
Manifestation.” At half-past three a public meeting will be held, when addresses will be 
delivered by brethren from America, from the Continent of Europe, and elsewhere ; the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Chichester in the chair. 


Avnet: ob half-pest ten, devotions] mesting, presided over by 
the Rev. Robert Hamilton, minister of the Congregational Church, Brighton. Prayer, praise, 
and reading the Scriptures, At eleven, business meeting ; R. N. @owler, Eeq., M.P., in the — 


; 
. 
a 
we 
4 


> 


hd e 


j 


4 
. 


chair. 1. Address: subject, “An Occasional Interchange of Pulpits among Orthodox 
Ministers of the Gospel in British, American, and Foreign Lands desirable, in order to 
promote a more intimate Union and Co-operation among the Reformed Churches.” 2. Dis- 
cussion thereon. 3. Address: subject, “The Contending Forces of Faith and Infidelity 
in England. Recent Operations of the Christian Evidence Society.” In the evening a 
public meeting will be held at seven ; R. N. Fowler, Esq, M.P., in the chair. Subject, 
“The General Conference of Christians of All Nations, to be held in New York in October 
next.” British delegates to the Conference and others are expected to be present to give 
addresses and information the subject. 

All the meetings will Be held in the Royal Pavilion. . 

President of the Brighton Committee—The Right Hon. the Earl of Chichester. 

Chairman—His Worship the Mayor of Brighton. ~~ 

Secretaries—The Rev. Octavius Winslow, D.D.; the Rev. J. B. Figgis, B.A.; the 
Rev. Joseph Wilkins ; F. H. Hodd, Esq. R.N. . 

Persons intending to be present are requested to intimate their intention as early as 
possible, either to the Secretaries in London or Brighton. 


GENERAL CONFERENC® OF CHRISTIANS OF ALL NATIONS, 
TO BE HELD IN NEW YORK, COMMENCING OCT. 2, AND CONTINUING TILL Oct. -12. 


The Evangelical Alliance in the United States of America, earnestly desiring fellow- 
ship with all that in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and 
ours, and to promote a closer union among Christians of different countries, and to remove 
obstacles out of the way of their co-operation for the increase and extension of Evangelical . 
religion throughout the world, cordially invite Christians delegated by any of the branches 
of the Alliance to be present at the approaching Conference of Christians of all nations, 
to be held in the city of New York. A programme of the intended proceedings will 
shortly be issued, from which it will be seen that during the sessions of Conference papers 
will be read and addresses delivered by competent persons—distinguished ministers and 
laymen—on the leading questions of the present day bearing on the spread of trath and the 
suppression of error and vice. By a division into sections in the reading of papers, space 
and opportunity will be found for fraternal communication and free discussion on i 
topics of interest to the several Churches represented at the Conference. 

The Committee in New York offer a hearty welcome to all delegates, whether members 
of the Evangelical Alliance or otherwise, and hospitality to their visitors during the time of 
holding the Conference, Persons desirous of attending the meetings, and of obtaining the 
necessary certificate from the British Organization, are requested to communicate with the 
Secretaries in London as early as possible. Arrangements for a reduction of fare of ocean 
passage to New York and back, available for one year, to delegates duly appointed, have been 
made with several transatlantic steamship companies, including the White Star Line, the 
Anchor Line, and others. . 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL. 


The monthly meeting was held on Monday, ; pression of sympathy with the family of the 
March 10; John Finch, Esq., Treasurer, in the late Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel. J “6 
‘ chair. After reading the Scriptures, prayer} The death of the Rev. Dr. Guthrie, one of 

oo was offered, and the minutes of the previous | the Hon. Secretaries of this Alliance ; Francie 

; | meeting were read and approved. Wright, Esq., of Osmaston, a member of this 
ce The following persons were unanimously | Council; and of C. T. Gabriel, of Streatham, 

: admitted to membership : Lieut.-Colonel E. J. | one of the oldest members of this society, was 


: a Beamish, Miss Franchall, Mrs. Minchin, Sarah | reported ; when the following resolutions of . 
Pe Stockwell, ‘and Mrs. Judge, all of Southsea ; | regret and condolence, moved by Lord Alfred 
in Rear-Admiral ‘Sir F. Leopold M‘Clintock, of |S. Churchill, and seconded: by Rev. Thomas 
RE | Portsmouth ; Edward Daniell, Esq., Mra Filer, | Nolan, D.D., were unanimously adopted :— 


f Bp Mr, William Haines, of Winchester; and | THE LATE THOMAS GUTHRIE, D.D. 
( Daniel Radford, Esq., of Ealing. The Council, at this their first meeting after 
f ___ The Secretary read a letter from, Ernest | receiving the painful intelligence of the de- 
f | Noel, Esq., thanking the Council for their ex- | cease of their beloved and honoured friend, 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
at 
| 
| 


Apeil 1, EVANGELICAL 


the Rev. Thomas Guthrie, D.D., desire to re- 
cord their deep regret for the loss sustained 


CHRISTENDON, 12) 


THE LATE ©. T. GABRIEL. 
The Council of the Evangelical Alliance 


by themselves, by the members of the Alliance 
generally, and by the Church of Christ at 
large. They remember with grateful satis- 
faction the lively interest taken by their de- 
parted friend in the objects and operations of 
this society, his occasional presence at their 
conferences at home and abroad, and the 
valuable service latterly rendered by him in 
consenting to act as one of their honorary secre- 
taries. The Council have the satisfaction of 
knowing that, had his valuable life and strength 
been spared, he would, in compliance with the 
earnest wish both of the British and American 
Organizations of this Alliance, have taken part 
in the General Conference of Christians of all 
nations to be held next October, in the city 
of New York. His genial presence and elo- 
quent advocacy of the cause of truth and 
righteousness, of the claims of the poor, the 
suffering, and the oppressed, would have been 
welcomed by multitades of his fellow-Chris- 
tians of all lands, among whom his name was 
a cherished and familiar word. \This hope 
has been disappointed oy the all-wise and mys- 
terious providence of our gracious God, The 
Lord, whom he long and ardently served, has 
called him to “the general assembty and 
Church of the first-born” above, to that nobler 
alliance of the redeemed of all nations and 
kindreds, and people and tongues, whose faith 
and Jove never falter, and whose communion 
knows neither imperfection norend. TheCoun- 
cil desire to convey to the widow and family 
the expression of their deep sympathy, and 
their earnest prayer that the benediction and 
grace of the Heavenly Comforter may sustain 
them in their deep afflictiqn. 
THE LATE FRANCIS WRIGAST, ESQ. 

The Council have heard also with deep re- 
gret of the death of their esteemed friend and 
colleague, the late Francis Wright, Esq., of 
Osmaston, Derby. They remember with grate- 
ful and affectionate respect the valuable ser- 
vice he rendered to the Alliance by his per- 
sonal exemplification of its principles and 
spirit, as well as by his social influence and by 
liberal aid to its home and foreign objects. 
Whilst deploring the loss to themselves and 
to the Church of Christ at large, they would 
express their affectionate and sincere sympathy 
with the bereaved family, and their humble 
and fervent prayer that they may be divinely 
supported under this heavy trial, and enabled 
to discern the loving hand of their Heavenly 
Father pointing to the one eternal home, 
where are all who by faith follow 
the same Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


have received with feelings of deep sorrow the 
tidings of the decease of their esteemed friend, 
C. T. Gabriel, Esq., of Streatham. They 
mourn over the removal from among them 
of one of the fathers of the Evangelical 
Alliance, and one who by his consistent exem- 
plification of its spirit, and his liberal contri- 
butions to its funds, aided in diffusing its 
benign influence, and promoting its great and 
important objects ; but they desire to bow with 
submission to the sovereign will of God, 
whose prerogative it is to summon his servants 
to their rest in heaven when they have 
finished their work upon earth. The Council 
would offer their Christian sympathy to the 
widow and bereaved family, assuring them of 
their fervent prayers that they may be sus- 
tained, under the sore bereavement, by the 
abundant grace of our Heavenly Father, and 
the compassion of our Divine Redeemer, and 
the comforting fellowship of the Holy Ghost. 
NEW MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 

The Hon. and Rev. Edward V. Bligh, 
Vicar of Birling, and the Rev. H. E. Shawe, 
Secretary of the Morocco Missions, were 
nominated for membership of this Council. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE ALLIANCE. 

The Secretary reported communications 
from Brighton, on the subject of the approach- 
ing Annual Conference, to be held in that 
town, and submitted draft programme of 
arrangements, which was approved. 

NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 

The Secretary read letters from the Rev. 
Henry B. Chapen, dated New York, Febraary 
19, communicating that he had been appointed 
by the Executive Committee Secretary of the 
American Branch of the Alliance. The letter 
acknowlsdged receipt of letter dated January 
23, expressing regret that the programme, 
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which had only been forwarded to persons i 
who had been invited to read papers, and had , 
been marked “private and confidential,” 
should have found its way into the papers. , 
The letter further stated that the arrange- } 
ments for the General Conference were pro- 
gressing with earnestness, and that, with the ‘ 
co-operation of English brethren, great success : 
was anticipated. 
The attention of the Council was called to 
the fact that the circulars of our American 
brethren, convening the General Conference 
to be held in New York, were addressed to 
“ Sister Organizations of the Alliance ” only, 
who were invited to be present by their dele- 
gates. As this was a departure from their 
custom in previous General Conferences, and , 
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that the Japanese Government has annulled 
to members of the Alliance, and to such only | the edict against the Christian religion, and 
as were certified to be delegates of one of the | has released the Christians who have been 
branches of the Alliance, the Secretary had | imprisoned since 1870.” 


addressed a letter to the New York Com- a 
mittee, calling their attention to the fact, and RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN JAPAN. 
asking for further information on the subject. Berlin, March 19, 1873. 


The letter of the Secretary was read and ap-| A deputation of the German Branch of 
proved, whereon the Council expressed their | the Evangelical Alliance waited this morning ‘ 
opinion that it would be better to wait for | on the Japanese Ambassadors, now staying in 
the reply, and for the receipt of the pro-| this city, and presented a memorial, praying 
gramme, before further action was taken. for the revocation of the edicts against Chris- 
aleo read letters | tianity, and the establishment of full religious 
from the Rev, Dr. Schaff, dated New York, | liberty in the empire of Japan. The deputa- 
February 16, stating that the circulars with | tion was headed by Count Egloffstein (Presi- 
had been sent to dent of the Branch), accompanied by some of 


The Secretary reported visits to Win-| and the reply of the Ambassadors, will be 
chester and Southsea, where public meetings | published in the May number of this Journal. 
had been held, presided over by Edward We wish to add, that the Ambassadors had not 


The Foreign Secretary called attention to | allowed to return to their homes. 
the following extract from the daily papers:| [¢ was, however, ascertained by Count Eglof- ~ 
“A telegram, dated the 24th February, | stein that the Ambassadors hourly expected an 
which had been received from the French | official confirmation of the news, | gr 
Chargé d’Affaires at Yokohama, announces ee 


THE DIFFICULTIES OF EVANGELIZATION IN BELGIUM. 


It is rare that noserious conversions follow , fortnight after this, I returned again, and was 
the labours of the Evangelical Society. In| struck by the fervour manifested to hear the 
the Walloon, or French-speaking provinces, | Gospel again preached. I soon learnt, how- 
the field has always been more fertile than in | ever, that the priest had gone the round of 
the Flemish ones. Not that there is a steady | the parish, to 
increase of numbers in the first-mentioned | me. 
Emigration and other causes have | heard was excellent. About eighty women, : 

of our flocks. The evangeli- | men, i | 
Flemish population is particu- | this 
and presents very poor results| of the priest. The following Sunday, he 
of the people are completely ‘thundered from the 

n under the yoke of the clergy. listen 
trait, told by one of our col- make 


tinguished persons in England and on the| the most influential gentlemen of  Berliz 
Continent, offering them hospitality ; the let-| among whom were the General Super- 
ter also stated that the programme was under- | intendent, Dr. Hoffmann ; Privy Councillor 
' going modifications, and would shortly be sent | Drogand ; and Professor Dr. Hermann Mess- 
+t to the London Committee, and that prepara- | ner, Honorary Secretary of the Berlin Com- 
| tions were going on with increasing vigour | mittee, 
: and interest. The memorial of the Berlin Committee, 
: Rear-Admiral Sir Leopold McClintosk, of | news, communicated a few days ago by the 
' Portsmouth. Clergymen and others took | French Chargé d Affaires, that the edicts agamet 
part in the various meetings, and several | Christianity had been revoked, and that the 
proposals for membership were received. Japanese Christians who were transported into 
i JAPAN, the interior of the empire in 1870 had been 
1 
| 
declaring 
7! give an again woul 
eit “ Some weeks ago, I went to the little village | nor would their children F 
2) Bh of F———, After distributing tracts, I suc-| first communion. On. my third visit to- | 
2 ceeded in gathering about ninety persons, A | F——, I was soon surrounded by « group of 
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criticized in the Recue Générale, the best | tine commotion, to resist all efforts made 
organ of the Catholic party. The reviewer is| with the view of bringing about a pacifica- 
obliged to allow that M. Juste has inade the | tion, to have recourse to foreign intervention, 
most conscientious researches ; but “it is | to ally oneself with the great criminals who 
visible,” he adds, “that William the Silent | pillaged and burnt the churches and convents, 
possesses all his sympathy, and that he | was to act the part of a bad Christian and a 
looks upon him as the most eminent personifi- | bad patriot, and we are firmly convinced that 
cation of the cause of the Belgian country and | history will in the end brand him with this 
of religious liberty in the sixteenth century.” | stigma” What can we add to this astound- 
This view the reviewer declares to be quite | ing judgment? It is really rather late to 
false, for in his resolutions and actions | vaunt Philip Il. and the Dake of Alva’s efforts 
William only listened to motives of personal | at pacification, to try and excite sympathy 
ambition. “If he revolted against the autho- | over burnt churches and convents in presence 
rity of the king, if he breathed discord and | of the 18,600 victims whom Alva boasted of 
civil war everywhere, if he changed religion, | having condemned to torture and death, be- 
it was only to conquer the sovereignty of at | sides the 100,000 slain in the war, the coun- 
least a part of the low countries.” It is true, | try rained and depopalated—anot to speak of 
continues our critic, that the Belgians had | the treacherous murder of the Counts Egmont 
some reason to complain of Philip II., but at| and Horne, and the assassination of William 
the beginning, at least, they had no desire to | himself by Philip’s hired instruments! The 
throw off his authority. After all, Philip was | contrast between Holland and Belgium till 
the son of Charles V., and the Belgians could | within the last few years is quite sufficient to 
not be governed by a more national dynasty. | prove, without the aid of documents, who was 
If the Duke of Alva was severe, those mea-| the patriot and who the executioner of his 
sures were provoked by the factious disposi- | country. But Rome does not change, and we 
tions of William and his friends, etc. But to| may apply to her what has been said of the 
sum up: “Our opinion is, that to change our | Stuarts, “ She has forgotten nothing and learnt 
religion from interested motives, to provoke | nothing.” ) C. pz F. 

in his adopted country the most fearful intes- 


SPAIN’S EVANGELIZATION: WHAT HAS BEEN DONE, WHAT MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN DONE, AND WHAT MAY YET BE DONE. 


Cadiz, March 8, 1873. any departure from the exact facts. Those 

[To the Rev. Dr, Schmettau.] who undertake to present a general view of 

The tendency to present principally the | mission work over an extensive field, if they 
sunny side of missions, keeping in the back- | prefer to withhold their names, should at least 
ground whatever may discourage, is so| date their communications, and state the 
general, particularly on th part of friends who | place from whence they write, and be careful 
undertake to describe distant scenes, that I to distinguish between what they state from 
was not greatly surprised to read in“Evangelical personal knowledge and observation, and what 
Christendom for January last, that“ my church | from mere hearsay. The church and schools 
and schools were in a very flourishing condi- | in this city had been in a very flourishing con- 
tion,” whereas they were at a very low ebb, | dition, as much so perhaps as any other mis- 
owing to the causes detailed in my letter, in- | sion in this country. In July last we had 224 
serted in the previous number ; nor yet, I re- | boys and 123 girls in the schools, and the at- 
gret to add, have they much improved since | tendance at church frequently exceeded 600, 
then. It were highly advisable and more and was rarely under 300, at the three weekly 
prudent to limit the notices transmitted to the | evening services. It is hoped that both 
press to what is known from personal ob-| church and schools will again flourish and 
servation, or by direct information, at the | prosper; but since last August they have 
‘time of writing. Every kind of exaggeration | suffered greatly in numbers, owing to various 
should be shunned, for it may do harm instead | causes, and mostly to the treacherous charac- 
of the good intended. Travellers and people ter and antagonistic proceedings of an unprin- 
on the spot, on comparing such statements | cipled and corrupt Mexican ex-priest, whom a 
with the real facts, are apt to infer. that all | fellow-labourer at Madrid had the misfortune 
missionary reports are alike tinted. I speak to employ as an evangelist. He was lately 
from long experience when I warn,the friends éast into prison on chargés of sacrilege and 
of missions of the injury they may inflict, un- fotgery of docaments, but is now free and 
wittingly,'on the pause they love sodearly, by azain doing imme nse midchief. Nor is it our 
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church alone that has suffered considerable 
loss ; that of Sefior Hernandez, of the Edin- 
burgh Society, has suffered quite as much, if 
not more. 

The heading given to these lines indicates 
the purport I have in view. It is to invite 
discussion on the best system for promoting 
the evangelization of Spain, for which I con- 
sider the pages of Evangelical Christendom 
as the most appropriate medium. 

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE. 

The ordinary routine ‘of modern missions 
has been followed. On the breaking out of 
the revolution in September, 1868, the few 
exiled Spanish converts who were waiting in 
faith and hope for the opportunity of return- 
ing to their native land to the un- 
searchable riches of Christ, rushed in at 
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labourers, disregarding the exigencies of ao- 
_cieties and churches for immediate tangible 
| results, had spent the first year or two in 
preaching everywhere, scattering the seed of 
the Word over the length and breadth of the 
land, who can doubt that the results at the 
| present time would have been most glorious ’ 
| True, this system of itinerant evangelization 
would have involved greater outlay, more dis- 
comfort to the labourers, and less immediate 


encouragement to their supporters ; but the 


During the first two years 
after the revolution, the people in the greater 
part of Spain were most eager to hear the 
Gospel, and ready to welcome the evangelical 
messengers with gladness. But the oppor- 
tunity was lost. The labourers were tied 


once, and before long settled down in different / down to particular towns from the outset, and 


cities, Other labourers, mostly foreign, fol- 
lowed, and likewise settled down in the same 
or other towns, conformably to the decision of 
those who sent them forth. Naturally and 
properly, Madrid and Seville were the first to 
see the Gospel standard unfurled. Subse- 
quently the following towns were similarly 
taken possession of as mission stations :— 
Cordova, Malaga, Granada, Cadiz, Saragosea, 
Carthagena, Barcelona, Valladolid, Alicante, 
Jodar, Huelva, Mahon, Camufias, La Seca, 
Gracia, Barceloneta, Vallehermoso, Linares, 
and Santander. I name these towns in the 
proximate order of their permanent occupa- 
tion, as far as I can recollect, omitting one or 
two other places, such as Constantina, occu- 
pied for a time, but now vacant. There may 
be one or two emaller places, occupied as out- 
- stations, of which I have not heard. ~ In 
a few of these cities there are two, three, or 
more congregations, the metropolis having the 
largest number. With few exceptions, the 
work has prospered more or less in all the 
stations. 
WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN DONE. 
When the apostles went forth to chris- 
tianize the world, they scattered the precious 
seed over large extents of ground, some em- 
bracing entire kingdoms, stopping longer or 
shorter periods in the principal cities, form- 
ing churches, and appointing over them stated 
pastors, bishops, or presbyters. I purposely 
abstain from assigning to them any one spe- 
cific designation, since it is not my purpose to 
discuss the primitive ecclesiastical polity. Had 
apostolic example been followed in Spain, 
instead of the existing congregations in some 


the result is that there are at present about 


twenty towns where evangelical congregations — 


or churches exist, instead of a hundred or 
more. It may be objected, how could churches 
have been formed at all without stated 
preachers? I reply, by doing first as the 
apostles did, selecting some one, called of 
God, in every city and congregation as an 
evangelist (the designation given in Spain by 
tacit accord to lay preachers or assistants) or 
co-pastor, with a view to his becoming, if 
approved of God, the stated pastor of that 
town or i This plan would have 
left the few experienced and gifted preachers 
free to go on disseminating Word of Truth 
from one city and province to another, occa- 
sionally visiting the fields when the harvest 
was being gathered, to aid the younger and 
less experienced labourers with counsel, guid- 
ance, and supervision. Instead of this, they 
were all tied down to the congregations under 
their charge. 2 

As an illustration of the great benefit that 
would have resulted to the ion of the 
Gospel had some such plan been adopted, I 
may mention the instance of Sinares. In Feb., 
| 1870, I was privileged to preach twice on a 
Sabbath-day in that town. It was the first time 
the people heard the Gospel, and witnessed 
the simplicity of an evangelical service. They 
most earnestly entreated for the stated preach - 
ing of the Word, but their desire remained un- 
fulfilled till last year; and, singularly enough, 
my youngest brother is now the pastor of a 
church in that town, without having had any- 
thing whatever to do with the arrangements 
myself. Now, suppose one Sabbath’s work 


twenty towns, there might now have been a 
far larger number of mission stations. Ii, 
instead of settling down at fixed spots, the 


t en devoted to other towns, as it was to 
Linares, is it not reasonable -to suppose that 
equally happy fruits would have been gathered? 


— Bere . 


Gospel would have spread over a far greater 
| 
| 
| 
| 


thus far. 


important advantages would acerue fro 


result is indifference, if not infidelity. 


Had 
thay ished tame ena, ware 


only for one day's preaching, the effect might 
have corresponded with Linares. 


g 
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FE 


mising, in dependence upon God, to do the 
utmost and best for the evangelization of the 
part of country apportioned to it? Having 
done this, each society or church might set 
free one or more of its most experienced and 
ablest labourers to sow broadcast the Word of | 
Life in the district assigned to it, planting 
churches where practicable, and keeping fre- 
quently on the move between the organized 
churches and those in process of formation. 
As yet, there is great scarcity of competent and 
well-qualified workmen. By this. plan, the 
few in the field would multiply themselves, 
and the Gospel would spread more rapidly than 


Apart from the principal object of preach- 
ing the glad tidings to larger numbers, many 
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carrying out this plan, . 
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1. The people might be more speedily 


Fe 


ductive of the richest harvest. Thus far the 
been selected as centres of 
‘wérk, but there is good reason for believing 
that there are small towns where the whole, 
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a 1 could name other towns where the people 
a desired to hear the message of salvation, but | EES ordi- 
a their desire remained unattended to, and the | nances when the truth had laid hold of their 
a. | 3 and minds, and if, in place of an oc- 
mal sermon, a stated preacher were de- 
aired, they might be required to provide 
themselves with a place of worship, as wel) 
WHAT MAY YET BE DONE. as to contribute, wholly or in part, to the 
support of their chosen pastor or evangelist. 
churches and societies taking an active inte- 
rest in the extension of the Gospel in Spain, a 
college or seminary is opened for the train- 
ing of labourers, this plan would afford the 
| superstition,—to of @ Kind of practica 
| Gospel. It would 
the plan age esta 
may not be an easy matter to separate pastors, 
) either permanently or for any length of time, 
j from the churches under their charge; but 
ae most of them have, and all could have, assist- 
+ ant evangelista. Consequently, the plan pro- 
| posed and recommended might be adopted 
with modifications. A certain radius from the 
| present principal centresof mission work might | Worm eras, 
rt be assigned to each for general cultivation. | it abroad, in & 
| Sach men as Seiiors Cabrera, Carrasco, Ruet, 
and others ought not, in the present state of 
"oo the work in this land, to be nailed down to the 
Lae duties of the pastorate. They should belong 
uae to Spain, and not to any one congregation in 
fi particular. This necessitates concert, not only | are no effectual means of traiming evangelist 
' t among the labourers, but principally among | and pastors. 
Sk their supporters. Why might not the different| 3. The proposed system of itinerancy 
1% 1 churches and societies having missions in| would discover with greater certainty where 
| Spain agree among themselves to parcel out | the l would be most welcome, and pro- 
) or greater part, of the inhabitants would re- 
| From 
| & political poimt Ol view, it 18 as 
| 
Praye 
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PRAYER FOR IRELAND. 


The following letter, addressed to the 
Editor, appears in Saunders’ News-Letter :— 
“ Sir,—Will you it me to draw the 
attention of your readers to the recent circu- 
lar of the British Branch of the Evangelical 


Monday, the 31st inst.,as a day for special | 
and united prayer to God for Ireland, for a4 
to 


preaching of the Gospel and other Evangelical 
efforts in this country? The Dublin Branch 
of the Alliance has welcomed the call, 

in 


. true and only remedy for the sad condition of 


Ireland is the gracious influence of the Spirit 
of God, are earnestly invited. It is suggested 
that those who cannot or will not attend the 
public meetings, may hold parochial or con- 
gregational meetings, and also make the same 
topic the subject of family and private prayer 
on the 3lst. Asa member of the Church of 
Ireland, I would urge upon my brethren 
especially to lay hold upon the opportunity 
of testifying at once their sense of the true 


- wants of their couutry and of the only source 


from which they can be supplied, and of the 
cordial and fraternal spirit in which the 
Evangelical members of other Protestant com- 


munions are uniting with us in this measure. | 


While there are members of the English 
Church strangely labouring for a reunion with 
the Churches still under the yqke from which 
we were happily delivered in the 16th 
century, let us Jabour to make the great doc- 
trines of the Gospel and Reformation the tes: 
of brotherhood, and to draw closer to ourselves 
in the bonds of a common Christianity the 
spiritual followers of Knox and of Wesley. 
Let us acknowledge that the doctrines which 
they hold in common with us transcend as 
much the miserable human opinions about 
Church government upon which we differ “ as 
the heavens are higher than the earth.” I 
am aWige,though I never could adequately 


account for the fact, that there are pious mem- 


bers of the Church of Ireland who are preju- 
diced against the Evangelical Alliance. To 
such I would say that, though that body has 
suggested these meetings, and is actively pro- 
moting their success, such meetings will in no 
way be meetings of the Alliance, but of all 
Christians who sympathize in the object, and 
look to prayer as the best means of attainitiz 
it. They will pledge no one even to the 
slightest expression of approval of that society. 
Though for myself I must say that, having 
been a member of it from the beginning, I 
have never ceased to regard it as the most 
thorough realization of the true principles of 
Christian unity—namely, the holding fast of 
a common faith and the free toleration of 
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diversities of — I am, your obedient 
servant, Brooxe. 
~* Dundram, Dublin, March 18, 1873.” _.. 
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| 
ing all other faithful Christians to set apart 
| Metropolitan-hall, Abbey-street, at noon and 
at half-past seven, r.M., on the appointed | 
day. The presence and co-operation of 
ministers of the Gospel of every denomina- 
tion and of all Christians, who feel that the 
— 


